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SECRET CAIRO 09963 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP 

SUBJECT: WEIZMAN VISIT 


1 . IN TALK WITH VP MUBARAK TODAY, I ALLUDED TO MEDIA 
REPORTS THAT WEIZMAN MAY AGAIN BE EXPECTED SHORTLY AND 
ASKED IF A DATE HAD BEEN FIXED. MUBARAK SAID GOE HAD 
ALSO HEARD ISRAELI PUBLIC MEDIA REPORTS TO THAT EFFECT. 

HE UNDERSTOOD U.S. AMBASSADOR IN ISRAEL IS SUPPOSED TO 
HAVE MADE SIMILAR STATEMENT TO THE PRESS. 


2. MUBARAK INSISTED, HOWEVER, THAT GOE HAS HEARD NOTHING 
OFFICIAL FROM ISRAELIS ABOUT SUCH VISIT. HE RECALLED THAT 
DURING RECENT VISIT TO CAIRO, WEIZMAN HAD SUGGESTED BARAK 
AND MEIR ROSENNE BE SENT FOR TECHNICAL TALKS. SADAT HAD 
AGREED. BUT ASKED THAT THEY NOT BE SENT FOR TEN DAYS OR 

SO BECAUSE OF OTHER PRESIDENTIAL COMMITMENTS. THE SAME, 
MUBARAK SUGGESTED, APPLIES TO WEIZMAN. 

3. MUBARAK WAS CLEARLY A BIT ANNOYED THAT ISRAELIS ARE 
AGAIN PUBLICLY SPEAKING OF A WEIZMAN VISIT BEFORE EVEN 
CONSULTING WITH GOE. MUBARAK IS AWARE THAT SADAT'S 
WILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE WEIZMAN, WHILE ISRAELIS ARE STILL 
IN SOUTH LEBANON, IS RECEIVING WIDESPREAD CRITICISM FROM 
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OFFICIALS, SENIOR EDITORS AND THE PUBLIC. THIS CRITICISM 
HAS NOT CREPT INTO PUBLIC MEDIA, BUT ONE HEARS IT EVERY 
WHERE. EVEN FONMIN KAMEL EXPRESSED UNHAPPINESS YESTERDAY 
THAT WEIZMAN HAD BEEN RECEIVED BEFORE ISRAELIS ARE OUT OF 
SOUTH LEBANON. FORMER FONMIN FAHMY HAS DESCRIBED RECENT 
WEIZMAN VISIT, WITH ISRAELIS STILL IN SOUTH LEBANON, AS 
"PUTTING OUR HEAD IN THE MUD.” 
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4. DESPITE THIS PUBLIC CRITICISM, SADAT MAY BE EXPECTED 
TO BE WILLING RECEIVE WEIZMAN AGAIN. BUT IT WOULD MAKE IT 
A GREAT DEAL EASIER FOR SADAT, AT HOME AND IN ARAB WORLD, 
IF ISRAELIS WERE OUT OF SOUTH LEBANON. EILTS 
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